
A Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving 
for the life of  Dick (Richard) Proctor

Gathering of the Community
I am the Resurrection and I am the Life, says the Lord.  Whoever has faith in me shall have life, 
even though he die.  And everyone who has life, and is committed to me in faith, shall not die for
ever.    

Let not your hearts be troubled; believe in God, believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are 
many rooms; if it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And 
when I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where 
I am you may be also.  

I am sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things 
to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in creation, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Psalm 121
I lift up my eyes to the hills—
    from where will my help come?
My help comes from the LORD,
    who made heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot be moved;
    he who keeps you will not slumber.
He who keeps Israel
    will neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is your keeper;
    the LORD is your shade at your right hand.
The sun shall not strike you by day,
    nor the moon by night.
The LORD will keep you from all evil;
    he will keep your life.
The LORD will keep
    your going out and your coming in
    from this time on and forevermore.  Amen.

People:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with you all. 

People:  And also with you.



Let us pray.  God of all consolation, in your unending love and mercy you turn the darkness of 
death into the dawn of new life.

Show compassion to your people in their sorrow.  Be our refuge and our strength to lift us from 
the darkness of grief to the peace and light of your presence.

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, by dying for us, conquered death and by rising again, restored 
life.  May we go forward eagerly to meet him, and after our life on earth be reunited with our 
brothers and sisters where every tear will be wiped away.  We ask this through Jesus Christ, the 
Lord.

People:  Amen.
  
The Collect
O God, the Maker and Redeemer of all, grant us, with your servant Dick, and all the faithful 
departed, the sure benefits of your Son’s saving passion and glorious resurrection; that in the last 
day, when you gather up all things in Christ, we may with them enjoy the fullness of your 
promises; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God for ever and ever.  
People:  Amen.

Hymn:  Be Still for the Presence of the Lord

Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
The Holy One is here;
Come bow before Him now
With reverence and fear.
In Him no sin is found,
We stand on holy ground
Be still, for the presence of the Lord,
The Holy One is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around
He burns with holy fire,
With splendour He is crowned.
How awesome is the sight,
Our radiant King of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord
Is shining all around.

Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place
He comes to cleanse and heal,
To minister His grace.
No work too hard for Him,



In faith receive from Him
Be still, for the power of the Lord
Is moving in this place.

The Proclamation of the Word

Isaiah 40: 4-8, 29-31                                          
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground 
shall become level and the rough places a plain.  Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
and the people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  A voice says, “Cry 
out!” and I said, “What shall I cry?”  All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of 
the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely 
the people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand 
forever.

He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.  Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and 
not be faint.  The word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God.  

Philippians 4: 1, 4-9
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in 
the Lord in this way, my beloved.

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be known to everyone.
The Lord is near.  Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence  and if there is 
anything worthy of praise, think about these things.  Keep on doing the things that you have 
learned and received and heard and seen in me and the God of peace will be with you.  The word
of the Lord.  

People:  Thanks be to God.  

The Gospel: John 20:1-18 

The Lord be with you.

People:  And also with you.



The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John.

People:  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went toward the tomb.  The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first.  He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in.  Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead.  Then the disciples returned to their homes.

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb;  and
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.”  When she had said 
this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him 
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 
laid him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in 
Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because 
I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to
the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her.

The Gospel of Christ.

People:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Celebration of Dick’s Life in Christ  

Homily

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty
Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
And born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.



He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.

The Prayers                                   
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you have knit your chosen people together in one communion, in 
the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Give to your whole Church in heaven and 
on earth your light and your peace.

People:  Hear us, Lord.

May all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection die to sin and rise to 
newness of life, and may we with him pass through the grave and gate of death to our joyful 
resurrection.

People:  Hear us, Lord.

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that your Holy Spirit 
may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.

People:  Hear us, Lord.

Grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our sins and 
serve you with a quiet mind.

People:  Hear us, Lord.

Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in your loving care, that casting all their sorrows on 
you, they may know the consolation of your love.

People:  Hear us, Lord.

Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet the days 
ahead in the comfort of a holy and certain hope, and in the joyful expectation of eternal life with 
those they love.

People:  Hear us, Lord.

Grant us grace to entrust Dick to your never-failing love which sustained him in this life.  
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, and remember him according to the favour you bear 
for your people.



People:  Hear us, Lord.  Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People:  And also with you.

The Lord’s Prayer 
And now, as our Saviour Christ taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those that 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

Hymn:  On Eagle’s Wings

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
Who abide in His shadow for life,
Say to the Lord, “My Refuge, 
My rock in whom I trust.”

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of His hand.

The snare of the fowler will never capture you,
And famine will bring you no fear;
Under His wings your refuge, 
His faithfulness your shield.

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of His hand.

You need not fear the terror of the night,
Nor the arrow that flies by day,
Though thousands fall about you,
Near you it shall not come.

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,



And hold you in the palm of His hand.

For to His angels He’s given a command,
To guard you in all of your ways,
Upon their hands they will bear you,
Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
Bear you on the breath of dawn,
Make you to shine like the sun,
And hold you in the palm of His hand.
The Commendation

Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

You only are immortal, the creator and maker of all; and we are mortal, formed of the 
earth, and to earth we shall return.  For so did you ordain when you created me, saying, 
“You are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  All of us go down to the dust; yet even at the 
grave we make our song:  Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Give rest, O Christ, to your servants with your saints, where sorrow and pain are no more, 
neither sighing, but life everlasting.

Into your hands, O merciful Saviour, we commend your servant Dick.  Acknowledge, we pray, a 
sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming.  Receive him
into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light.  Amen.

God of grace and glory, we thank you for Dick, who was so near and dear to us, and who has 
now been taken from us.
We thank you for the friendship he gave and for the strength and peace he brought.  We thank 
you for the love he offered and received while he was with us on earth.  We pray that nothing 
good in this man’s life will be lost, but will be of benefit to the world; that all that was important 
to him will be respected by those who follow; and that everything in which he was great will 
continue to mean much to us now that he is dead.
We ask you that he may go on living in his children, his family and his friends; in their hearts 
and minds, in their courage and their consciences.
We ask you that we who were close to him may now, because of his death, be even closer to 
each other, and that we may, in peace and 
friendship here on earth, always be deeply conscious of your promise to be faithful to us in 
death. We pray for ourselves, who are severely tested by this death, that we do not try to 
minimize this loss, or seek refuge from it in words alone, and also that we do not brood over it so
that it
overwhelms us and isolates us from others. May God grant us courage and confidence in the new
life of Christ.  We ask this in the name of the risen Lord. Amen. †



Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord.  
And let light perpetual shine upon him.

May his soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen.

Nunc Dimittis  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.  For mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation; Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; To be a light to 
lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without 
end. Amen.

Blessing and Dismissal
May the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his 
will, working in you that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever.  

People:  Amen.

The eternal God is your dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms.

People:  Blessed is the Lord, our strength and our salvation.

Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People:  Thanks be to God.  Amen.

Hymn:  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

Joyful, joyful we adore thee
God of glory, Lord of love
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee
Opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness
Drive the doubt away
Giver of immortal gladness
Fill us with the light of day.

All thy works with joy surround thee
Earth and heaven reflect thy rays
Stars and angels sing around thee



Center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain
Flowery meadow, flashing sea
Chanting bird and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving
Ever blessing, ever blest
Well-spring of the joy of living
Ocean depth of happy rest.
Thou our Father, Christ our brother
All who live in love are thine
Teach us how to love each other
Lift us to the joy divine.

Mortals join the mighty chorus
Which the morning stars began
Father love is reigning o'er us
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward
Victors in the midst of strife
Joyful music leads us sunward
In the triumph song of life.

The Proctor family & the faith community of 
St. Luke’s Anglican Church thank 
you for your participation and prayers 
in commemorating Dick’s life in Christ. 


